MEDIA RELEASE






March 23, 2006








US BEEF INDUSTRY LEADER TO ADDRESS ANGUS CONFERENCE

Jim Riemann, president of US based Certified Angus Beef, the world’s most successful branded beef program, will deliver the keynote address at the combined Certified Australian Angus Beef / Angus Australia conference.

The conference is taking place at Charles Sturt University, Wagga Wagga, NSW, on May 1, 2006 and will celebrate the 10th anniversary of the founding of CAAB. There will also be a conference dinner, to be held the evening before, April 30. 
Mr Riemann has extensive experience in the beef industry. He has been described as one of the industry’s leading authorities on steam pasteurization of beef carcasses and was an associate professor in the Food Technology & Science Department at the University of Tennessee-Knoxville. 
Additional beef industry experience comes through a partnership in a livestock and grain farm and as the former director of beef research and development for the Excel Corporation in Wichita, Kansas.

According to CAB, since 2000, their annual product sales have topped 500 million pounds (226,800 tonnes) and in the 2005 fiscal year sales through licensees topped 533 million pounds (241,770 tonnes), almost a six percent increase on 2004.

Mr Riemann describes the mission of CAB as being ‘dedicated to promoting and maintaining the integrity of high-quality, superior-tasting beef brand; and through that effort, increasing demand for registered Angus cattle’.

In a recent announcement aimed at increasing the number of Angus-type cattle put forward for the program, which reached a record high 12.8 million last year, Mr Riemann pointed out that the incentive was there in the form of a premium from packers. Angus-type cattle that grade as CAB bring $US40 more that those that don’t.

Also speaking at the conference will be past president of the South African Angus society Chris Purdon, discussing the many challenges of beef production in his country. Mr Purdon runs beef and sheep in the Eastern Cape area of South Africa, an area which is described as ‘environmentally challenging’ with extremes of both hot and cold.

Following their participation at Wagga Wagga, both Mr Riemann and Mr Purdon will be making presentations at Beef 2006 in Rockhampton, Qld.  

There will a number of other speakers at the CAAB / Angus Australia conference addressing a range of topics covering the entire production chain from genetics through to the consumer, including a session focussing on how to breed steers for the premium paying feedlot market. 

The conference has been designed to provide producers with the opportunity to discover how to become involved in the rapidly growing Certified Australian Angus Beef program.  Domestic and export production will be covered as well as wholesaling, retailing and the restaurant and food service industries.

This conference is open to all in the beef cattle industry interested in producing quality beef. Registration forms are on www.angusaustralia.com.au or phone (02) 6772 3011.
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