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SOUTH AFRICAN FOR CONFERENCE

South African beef cattle producer Chris Purdon will provide a fascinating insight into the challenges facing South African farmers at the combined Angus Australia/Certified Australian Angus Beef conference at Wagga Wagga, NSW, on April 30 and May 1.

Chris has just completed his second term as president of the South African Angus Society and runs the nation’s largest registered Angus herd. He was convenor of the World Angus Forum in South Africa in 2005. 
He was raised on the family farm in the Eastern Cape and after returning home in 1982 was responsible for the development of the Angus influenced herd into a straight bred Angus herd and eventually into the registered Veejay herd comprising 75% are red Angus.

The harsh environment in their high country property dictated the need for tough, hardy cattle that could perform and wouldn’t fall apart in the long cold winters. 
“We found Angus well suited for the environment and we set about breeding functional cattle that needed no pampering,” he said.

“Farmers face many challenges in South Africa with major socio-political and labour issues and an unsympathetic government.

“Black economic enpowerment and land restitution are constantly on the agenda therefore we need to breed bulls to assist clients to raise cattle that will pay the bills,” he said.

Chris will be the speaker at the conference dinner on April 30 with speakers from the USA, Japan and Australia covering a variety of topics on Monday May 1.

The dinner and conference are open to all with an interest in the beef cattle industry. More information from www.angusaustralia.com.au or phone (02) 6772 3011.
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