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CATTLE PRODUCERS LOSING $125 PER STEER

Cattle producers not using Angus genetics could be losing up to $125 per steer based on prices being offered for 460 kg feeder steers according to Angus Australia’s general manager Graham Truscott.

“There are reports of $2.35/kg live or $1091 on offer for 460 kg Angus steers while according to quotations from major agents, $2.10 is the best around for non-marbling breeds,” he said.

“However the $2.35 is for Angus steers with a proven record of growth and marbling and that is an Angus premium of $125/steer or an extra $12,500 for a line of 100 steers”.

The major stipulations are the steers be Angus, vendor bred or at most once removed from the breeder, and have identifiable genetics with a history of growth and carcase quality.

According to Mr Truscott, Breedplan figures on the sires assist commercial producers to demonstrate to buyers, especially feedlots, the ability of the steers to perform in economically important areas.

“Cattle producers are switching to Angus as the Angus premium is real and can make a huge difference to the bottom line,” he said.

“So far this year, 3657 performance recorded Angus bulls have sold at auction comprising 54% of all the British and European breed bulls sold at auction with the next best breed selling 800 bulls”,  he said.

“At the spring bull sales commencing in northern New South Wales, a further 3000 performance recorded Angus bulls will be on offer and these provide great opportunities for cattle producers to make the move to Angus and benefit from the Angus premium,” said Mr Truscott. 
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