70,000 VISITORS FOR THE 14th EDITION OF THE SOMMET DE L’ELEVAGE 
CATTLE BREEDING EXHIBITION IN FRANCE
Chicago, December 15, 2005
The 14th Sommet de l’Elevage cattle breeding exhibition, held in Clermont-Ferrand, France, came to an enormously successful close on Oct. 8. With 70,000 visitors, 8 percent more than in 2004, France's second-largest professional agricultural tradeshow for livestock professionals was given a very high satisfaction rating from both exhibitors and breeders. For three days, the exhibition featured animal competitions, business meetings, and conferences.
 
This year, the first French National Charolais Competition, featuring 520 animals, premiered during the tradeshow. “This was a magnificent championship with specific families and entire groups vying against each other in beauty and harmony,” says Albert Merlet, president of the Charolais Herd Book, describing the competition’s inaugural success.
 
The exhibition's international development also demonstrated the dynamic importance of French cattle breeding and rearing in the world. More than 1,300 visitors from 42 countries came to study the production and genetic qualities of the animals on exhibit.  With about 30 seminars and a visit from French Agriculture Minister Dominique Bussereau, it also federated professionals to keep them current with the world of agriculture. “Today, this exhibition is a European crossroads at the very heart of agricultural activity,” says Roger Blanc, president of Sommet de l’Elevage.
 
Due to positive feedback from this year’s 792 exhibitors, the organizers are already planning to expand next year’s event. The areas dedicated to agricultural machinery, horses, and gastronomy were enlarged for this year's edition, and for 2006 they plan to outfit an extra exhibition stage as the next show will need to accommodate the national competitions for the Brown Swiss and Simmental breeds. While those additions strengthen its dairy section, the exhibition continues to be a top event in Europe for beef breeds.
